
Dental Recruitment

The Walgett Aboriginal Medical 

Service (WAMS) Story





Whereôs Walgett?

Å 3 hours drive north of 

Dubbo, 70km south of 

Lightning Ridge

Å Population ~2700

Å Sheep, wheat, cotton, beef 

cattle, opals.



Walgett from the air

Å IGA supermarket, butchers, PO, 

newsagent, ATMs

Å Clubs, Chinese restaurant

Å Lawn bowls, tennis, golf, darts.



Aboriginal Community Controlled Health 

Service

Many health programs including GP, chronic 

disease, ear health, eye health, mental health, 

dental health.



DENTAL CLINICAL SERVICES

Å Only dental service in town, for ALL people

Å Focus on prevention, adults and kids.

ORAL HEALTH PROMOTION

Å Targetting 0-5 yrs: screening (Lift the Lip), Fluoride varnish

Å Pregnant women and young mums information

Å School based daily toothbrushing programs 

Å Clinic open days for school kids.

WAMS Dental



Dental  Assistants

Studying for the Cert 3 in Dental Assisting, 

OTEN/TAFE.



Recruitment Challenges

Å Walgettôs ñreputationò, no glamour

Å Rural / remote location, but the coffee is improving

Å Sole practitioner, nearest referral is 3 hours drive, Dubbo

Å Attitude: not ñvolunteerò or cavalier

Å Salary funding for one Dentist and two Dental Assistants

Å Utilisation / motivation of local DA staff between dental 

visits.



Team of Dental Locums

Å Full time dentist once, now rely on visiting locums since 2003

Å Agencies initially

Å Good and bad, though generally good

Å Team of ñregularsò plus extras, who can spread the word

Å 08/09 - 26 Dentist weeks

Å Real need is for Dental Therapist.



The Dentist Locum 

ñPackageò

Å Salary / Tax invoice

Å Return travel from home base provided

Å Fully furnished accommodation supplied

Å Use of vehicle locally

Å Local orientation

Å Locum exit report.


