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Salford Primary Care Trust rated “Excellent”
Salford Primary Care Trust has been unveiled as the highest performing PCT in the country following the release of the 2007/08 Annual Health Check results.
The Healthcare Commission assessed the PCT as being “Excellent” for both Quality of Services and Use of Resources. 
Salford PCT is the only PCT in the country to be given the top score for both categories. 
The Healthcare Commission is responsible for assessing the performance of all NHS 
organisations annually against a series  of standards and targets. 
The Quality of Services category rates how the PCT covers a range of areas such as patient safety, cleanliness, access to services and waiting times for treatment whilst the Use of Resources category looks at how well the organisation manages its finances.

Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust has also been rated as “Excellent” for both categories – meaning Salford is the only area in the country to receive the top rating for both its acute (hospital) and primary care services. 
Salford PCT Chief Executive Dr Mike Burrows said: “We are absolutely thrilled to learn we have earned a double “Excellent” in our Annual Health Check – making us the highest performing PCT in the country.
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“This is yet more good news for Salford PCT, its staff and patients. We are on the shortlist for the HSJ Awards 2008 in the Primary Care Organisation of the Year and the PCT scored within the top 20 per cent of PCTs nationally in a patient satisfaction survey carried out recently by the Healthcare Commission.

“We would like to congratulate our colleagues at Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust for receiving a double “Excellent” in their Annual Health Check. These results strengthen the resolve of both organisations to carry on our good partnership work to improve the health of the people of Salford.”

Salford PCT Chairman Professor Eileen Fairhurst said: “These fantastic results make us even more determined in our efforts to provide world class health care for the people of Salford.

“The results cover the period April 2007 to March 2008 so we are already working on areas for improvement to ensure we keep improving services for people in Salford.”
Salford PCT Medical Director Brian Hope said: “The Annual Health Check results are a true reflection of the hard work and commitment shown by Salford PCT staff across the city.”

Note to editors

1. Further information on the Healthcare Commission’s Annual Health Checks results can be found at http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk
2. The winners of the HSJ Awards 2008 will be announced on December 1, 2008.

3. To access the Healthcare Commission’s survey of primary care services go to http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm
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For further information, please contact Jenny Speak, PR and Publications Officer, on 0161 212 4116 or email jenny.speak@salford.nhs.uk
