
WHY REFORM?



Why Health Reform?

The key problems with the health system are:

ü the health gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Australians

ü many Australians cannot access health care when and 
where they need it

ü a chronic shortage of doctors, nurses and other health 
professionals

ü insufficient focus on prevention and primary care

ü the inefficient allocation of resources caused by the 
current State/Commonwealth funding structure.
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National Public Dental Policy

ü Late 1960s ïsome states introduced School Dental Services

ü 1973+ Labor funds National School Dental Service

ü 1976+ Coalition ceases funding the SDS

ü 1994   Labor funds the CDHP

ü 1996   Coalition axes the CDHP

ü 2003+ Coalition introduces Medicare EPC

ü 2004   National Oral Health Plan adopted

ü 2007   Labor announces the Medicare EPC will close

ü 2007   Labor announces new CDHP

ü 2008   Senate Impasse on closing the EPC Program

ü 2008   Labor places CDHP óon holdô

ü 2008   Labor implements the Teen Dental Plan

ü 2009   NHHRC recommends Denticare

ü 2010 Minister for Health says Denticare is too expensive and the dental        
profession doesnôt want it anyway

ü Next?











Our State/Territory School Dental 

Programs

In the various States/Territories:

üEligibility - universal to card holders only

üPre-school coverage                0% to 85%

üPrimary school coverage        20% to 85%

üSecondary school coverage   14% to 40%

üCopayments  (per course )        $0 to $40


