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Agenda

• GS1 standards: Reducing medication error

• Global / local trends for identification and bar coding of 

medications 

• International initiatives

• Australian foundations

• Future vision and industry collaboration to reach this 

goal
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GS1 Standards
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Who is GS1?

• GS1 is a not-for-profit organisation

• GS1 consists of 108 national member 
organisations driven by a membership of more 
than a million companies across 145 countries

• GS1 assists more than 24 industry sectors
globally

• The GS1 System of standards is the most 
widely used standards system in the world
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The GS1 System 

Global standards for electronic business messaging
Rapid, efficient & accurate business data exchange

The environment for global data synchronisation
Standardised, reliable data for effective business transactions

Global standards for automatic identification
Rapid and accurate item, asset or location identification

Global standards for RFID-based identification
More accurate, immediate and cost effective visibility of information

GS1 Identification Keys  (e.g. GTIN, GLN, SSCC ) 

and attribute data
Underpinned by
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How to reduce medication errors?  

Automatic identification e.g., bar codes reduce the 

possibility of human error and reduce medication error

Using the GS1 System of globally unique identifiers

and globally interoperable data carriers ensures 

effective medication administration

Automatically match 

patient data, product data 

and care giver data
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Trends for identification and 
bar coding medicines
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Current / Future Pharmaceutical 

Requirements, including…..

•Cambodia 

•China

•Brazil 

•Chile 

•Colombia

•USA

•Venezuela

•Poland

•Slovakia

•Slovenia

•Yugoslavia (7 countries: Bosnia & Herzegovina, 

Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, 

Serbia, Slovenia)

• Kazakhstan

• Serbia

• Ukraine

• Belgium

• Greece

• Spain

• Switzerland

• Japan

• France 

• Turkey 

• Korea 

• India

• Brazil
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Recent Announcements
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International Initiatives
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Council of Europe
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New Zealand - Safe Medication Management
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NHS UK & Canada
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Brigham and Women’s Hospital
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Australian Foundations
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NEHTA eProcurement Strategy

E-procurement

NEHTA XML 

messaging 

standards 

WA Health live

NSW Health live

A number of 

suppliers
Other Jurisdictions 

and Suppliers WIP

Diagram source: Mohsin Jaffer, NEHTA

• NEHTA have chosen to use GS1 XML as their electronic messaging 

standard

• They have chosen four messages to cater to the needs of the supply chain

• The data sets used in these messages are based on the recommendations 

made in the AS 5023 2003 guidelines

• Multi Shipment Order, Order Response, Despatch Advice, Invoice
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Therapeutic Goods Committee
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Industry Collaboration
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Global: GS1 Healthcare

Mission: The mission of GS1 Healthcare is to lead the 

Healthcare sector to the successful development and 

implementation of global standards by bringing together 

experts in Healthcare to enhance patient safety and 

supply chain efficiencies. 

Vision: The goal of the Global Healthcare User Group is 

to be the recognised, open and neutral source for 

regulatory agencies, trade organisations and other similar 

stakeholders who are seeking input and direction for 

global standards in healthcare for patient safety, supply 

chain security & efficiency, traceability and accurate data 

synchronisation.

More information: www.gs1.org/healthcare
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Thank you…


