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Ward K1 at Princess Margaret 

Hospital, Christchurch

• A psychogeriatric ward for older patients 

with „organic‟ psychiatric illnesses

• Provides assessment, treatment and 

rehabilitation – not long term care

• Moderate to Severe Dementia and/or 

Delirium
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Measures

• (Modified) Agitated Behaviour Mapping 

Instrument

• 6 physical behaviours

– Pacing, fiddling, exit  seeking...

• 7 verbal behaviours

– Complaining, Screaming, Nonsense...

• Additionally, ratings of emotions

– Pleasure, Anxiety, Anger, Interest...

• Episodes of physical restraint or „prn‟ 

usage



Observed Behaviours

• Overall, low levels of agitated behaviours

http://images.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://static.flickr.com/17/90802562_e8bfe50672_m.jpg&imgrefurl=http://alansmitheeblog.blogspot.com/&usg=__W-OdXKj0Hbs7LTDWYEGoRsOFca8=&h=205&w=150&sz=10&hl=en&start=188&tbnid=H7GCGAerHe2G7M:&tbnh=105&tbnw=77&prev=/images?q=kung+fu+kick+ass+elderly&gbv=2&ndsp=20&hl=en&safe=vss&sa=N&start=180


Observed Emotion

• Overall, low levels of expressions of emotion
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Drug and Restraint Use

• These trends for change are not statistically 
significant

• The trend for lower use of „prn‟ for challenging 
behaviour is potentially clinically significant



Conclusions

Source: Dreamworks / Paramount‟s “King Fu Panda”
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