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dependence





Health impacts of climate 

change

ÅWeôre part of an intricate web ï

Hendra and Nipah viruses

ÅExtreme events

ÅSea level rise

ÅFood and water security

ÅDisplacement of people

ÅMental health



Nipah and Hendra Viruses



Nipah and Hendra virus outbreak and 

flying fox distribution







Bushfire



Hurricane Intensity Grows 

As Oceans Heat Up

Water Temperature

Wind Velocity (shear) due to increased water temp. disparity

Storm moisture content

Source: NOAA
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ÅMIT Study

ïJuly 31, 2005ñémajor storms spinning in 

both 

the Atlantic and the Pacific since 

the 1970s have increased in duration 

and intensity by about 50 percent.ò



Number of Major Flood Events by Decade

Source: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2005
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Sea Level rise



Carteret Islands



Population Displaced by 

Sea Level Rise

Sea Level Rise (meters)
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Source: Rowley et al. EOS 88(9), 2007



Food and Water 

security





Source: NASA Earth Observatory, 2005



Displacement of 

people



Mental Health Impacts

ÅDirect impacts of climate change ï
extreme events, drought, heat

ÅImpacts on social, economic and 
environmental determinants of mental 
health

ÅUnderstanding the full extent of climate 
change

JG Fritze et al, International Journal of Mental Health 
Systems, 2008, 2:13



Health impacts of 

fossil fuel 

dependence








