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Nipah and Hendra Viruses

Nipah virus threat

‘under control’

M By Rina De Silva
rinade@nst.com.my

SUBANG JAYA: The Health Ministry
has given an assurance that its Centre
for Disease Control and Prevention is al-
ways on the alert for the Nipah virus.
“Our centre is In fact, we
mmthem%oldenuﬂedtherﬁpah
virus and we know how to control it,”

re is an out-
break, we will know the source and be
able to handle it. I don’t think there is a
threat here.”

Liow said there has been no new cas-
es of the Nipah virus in the country since
the 1998-1999 outbreak when more
than 100 people died.
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The minister was commenting on
the New Sunday Times front-page re-
port “Nipah virus still a threat”, which

said that Universiti Malaya's depnrl-
ment of medicine did not rule out the
possibility of another Nipah outbreak
in the country.

The NST quoted the de| ent’s
consultant neurologist Dr Chong
Tin as saying the country was vulnera-
ble as Bangladesh, Indonesia, Thailand,

Datuk Liow

Tiong Lai says there
lsII':tleevldemnethatfc»elgnersuys
pose a threat

Cambodia and India have dboovered
bats infected with the

mhnhadabosald movementor

the foreigners posed a threat. “The risk
they carry is small or non-existent.”




Nipah and Hendra virus outbreak and
flying fox distribution
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Water Temperature

Wind Velocity (shear) due to increased water temp. disparity

Storm moisture content




Predicted and Observed Upper -

Level Ocean Temperatures, 1940
I 2004

Predicted Expected Variation Actual Observed
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AMIT Study
fJuly 31, 2005némajor
both
the Atlantic and the Pacific since
the 1970s have increased in duration
and 1 ntensi ty by abo
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Sea Level rise







Population Displaced by
Sea Level Rise
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Food and Water
security




the ocean’s
food-chain
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Displacement of
people




Mental Health Impacts

A Direct impacts of climate change i
extreme events, drought, heat

A Impacts on social, economic and
environmental determinants of mental
health

A Understanding the full extent of climate
change

JG Fritze et al, International Journal of Mental Health
Systems, 2008, 2:13




Health impacts of
fossil fuel
dependence
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